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When | lived in the Chicago area, one of my favorite places to visit was the Institute for the Study of
Ancient Cultures. On the campus of the University of Chicago, this museum and research center
housed artifacts from the ancient near east. | loved visiting this museum
because the maijority of the items found there are from the Mesopotamian
world before the time of Christ — which means most of what is on display
comes from the times and places where the Old Testament was written.

The museum features galleries of Egyptian, Babylonian, Assyrian,
Persian and even Canaanite art and objects. You can see scroll seals
from the time and region of Abraham; a cuneiform prism describing the
Assyrian siege of Jerusalem when Hezekiah was king; huge statues of
winged guardians called “lamassu” from the palace of Sargon, whom
Isaiah prophesized against (you can see a selfie | took with one — you’re
welcome). And that’s just scratching the surface!

Every time | visited, there was one small display case that always captured my imagination (blurry
picture below). In that case are two metal statues from the northern region of
Israel in the late bronze age. The first is a gold-plated image of the Canaanite
“‘god” El. And the second is a bronze figure of the Canaanite “god” Baal.
These figures would have been used as devotional objects for worship or for
ritual practices. Somewhere around 3000 years ago, the statues would have
been precious: considered to be powerful and important by the people who
created and owned them.

The reason | always paused and took a long time with these items is the
realization that they are SO SMALL and SO FRAGILE! The statue of Baal is

\ only about six inches tall. Pieces of them are broken — Baal is missing a
weapon he’s supposed to be holding — and they are corroded, incomplete and
tarnished. When our Bible was being written, the nations all around God’s
people considered Baal and others to be their gods. It still strikes me as a
mixture of funny and sorrowful that these were images that people worshiped. | would always take time
in the museum to look at these objects and consider this question: why would humans give their
allegiance and worship to something so powerless?

The truth is, we are just like those ancient peoples — we put our trust in things that are just as small,
fragile and empty as these millennia-old statues. Modern humans are easily tempted to believe that
wealth, health, achievement, political leaders, success, romantic love or self-sufficiency are what we
most need in the world. We can effortlessly believe the lie that these things protect us from harm, give
our lives meaning or are necessary for a life that’s worth living. Humans often ascribe to modern-day
idols the same kinds of power and significance the Canaanites gave to those false gods long ago.

But as we learned this week in Psalm 29, the LORD - Yahweh — is the only real power that exists. He
alone is present and powerful, He alone is worthy of worship and glory. The God revealed in Jesus and
testified to in the Bible is the eternal Lord, to Him belong all strength and honor. We do well to look
at these small, frail statues and remind ourselves that all other things in which we are tempted to
trust are nothing compared to the Lord!
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Youth Pool Party
Middle and High School students

you are invited to our annual \
summer pool party at the
McKelvey's housel

Following worship on Sunday, August 3,
(11am-ish),
you're invited to the McKelvey's backyard for
pool, food and hangout time.
The McKelvey's will provide hot dogs
/band beverages - and the rest of us can

ring a side to share. And: invite a friend
or two to join us - all are welcomel!!

Important details:

When: Sunday, August 3 following worship
Where: McKelvey's house - 6886 Harrison Rd,
Fredericksburg
To bring:

e Swimsuit and towel, -
if swimming e
e A side to share (chips, dessert, anything!)
e A friend or a few if you want!

To do: RSVPs are appreciated so we can plan
ahead. You can RSVP by texting Wendy McKel-
vey at 330-464-2330 or emailing Jos
at jsmolik@fredericksburgpres.org
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Please keep these people/situations in your prayers.
The prayer needs listed in BOLD are new to the list.

Praises
e Praise for the ministry at Camp Luz
¢ Un-named client getting needed help
e Wooster drama club
Military Service:
e Abraham Guzman
e |saiah Styer in Hawaii
e Shannah Swinehart - Army National Guard
e Christa Nelson - Navy
e Steven King - Army
¢ Ryan Chabak - stationed in Arizona
e Gaven Bee - stationed in Jordan

Prayer Needs
o Texas flood victims
e Camp Luz campers and staffers
o Pastor Albert
o Unspoken

Health Concerns

¢ Tiana Smith - nerve pain

e Dean Corrigan - heart valve surgery 7/22
Mark Lemon - cont'd prayers for progress
Josiah's friend Nicki hospitalized
Those needing/seeking mental health help
Pat Thomson
Jane Heilman

Battling Cancer

e Logan - 13 yr. old with brain tumor

e Nicki

e Janet Lee

¢ Diane Scott
Janet Lee
Waldo - cont'd prayers for remainder of chemo
Landon Sommers - Hodgkin’s Lymphoma
Dale James

The Deacons encourage you to send cards or
notes of encouragement to those in the church
family experiencing prayer needs.
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The Children’s Ministry Team has a special request for our

church family. We are asking you to join with us in praying for the kids of the
church and for growth and blessing in kids ministry. We are eager to see more children
and families connect with our programming for kids; but as we work toward that goal, we
are asking all of you to join us in prayer. We know that God is the one who can help us
reach more children and so we want to be asking Him to be at work in these things.
Each week in the weekly update we will be sharing a simple prayer prompt for each day
of the month and it will be connected with a Bible reference that the prayer is based on.
We encourage you to pray with us but lifting up the children in your life, or by praying a
general blessing on the children of our community. Your commitment to join us in pray-
ing for these things is a blessing to us and makes a difference! Thank you!

Praying for Kids - July 16 - July 22

July 16 — Philippians 1:10
| pray that children truly understand what really matters, so that they may live pure and
blameless lives until the day of Christ’s return.

July 17 - Philippians 1 :11
May these children always be filled with the fruit of salvation—the righteous character produ-
ced in their lives by Jesus Christ—for this will bring much glory and praise to you, oh God.

July 18 — Colossians 1:3-5

| always pray for these children, and give thanks to you, God, the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ. For they have shown me their faith in Christ Jesus and their love for all of God’s peo-
ple, which come from their confident hope of what you have reserved for them in heaven.

July 19 - Colossians 1:6

This same Good News that we teach in children’s ministry is going out all over the world. |
pray for those ministries, that they may bear fruit by changing lives, just as it changed my life
from the day | first heard and understood the truth about God’s wonderful grace.

July 20 - Colossians 1:7-8

The children at our church are learning about the Good News from me and , my be-
loved co-workers. We are your faithful servants, and we have seen the love for others that
the Holy Spirit has given my kids.

July 21 - Colossians 1:9

| will not stop praying for these children from the moment | meet them. | ask, God, that you
give them a complete knowledge of your will and give them spiritual wisdom and under-
standing.

July 22 — Colossians 1:10

May the way children live always honor and please you, Lord, and may their lives produce
every kind of good fruit. All the while, may they grow as they learn to know you better and
better.




July 18 Beth Miller
> July 21 Phyllis Miller
July 22 Jim Kinney

mg July 23 Claire Burgett

VOLUNTEERS FOR July 20

Greeters Genevieve & Beth Miller
Michelle Wood
Ushers Scott Schlauch

Adam Swinehart

Café Connie Herman Happy Anniversory
Nursery (Worship)  Melinda Moffitt . .
Nursery (2nd Hour) Jenny Miller July 16 Tiana & Matt Smith

Kidz Jam Sherri Machamer
Kids 2nd Hour Sherri Machamer ¢

Elder Assist John Scott
Safety Team Shirley Swinehart -
From the Finance Team
Financial Information for June 2025
YTD Offering $125,233.61
Church Save the Datel Our annudl YTD Budgeted Expenses 111.532.41
church picnic, complete with corn | [yTp Net Operating Income $13,701.20
g » hole fournaments and a jump
house will be Sunday, August 17 following YTD Net Other Income/Loss ~ $12,446.79
worship Mark your calendars now (Includes ; Interest, rents, special donations, gain or
' ) loss on investments)
. Trail Mix will meet July 17 | [YTD Net Income  $26,147.99
oML My in the church par'king lot at (Operating income plus other income)
&W % 6 p.m. Another July dates | [Available Funds $275,358.50
X i k is July 31. No Trail Mix on (This represents any funds available to FPC which
July Zy 4 ) session has not set aside for a specific purpose)

NOW HIRING: Director of Music and Worship | h
FPC is looking for an enthusiastic and respectful Director of Music and Worship who ease .S are
FREDERICKSBURG demonstrates an active faith in Jesus that falls in line with ECO’s theology, and is skilled Th|s
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH in vocal and instrumental music leading. This role also requires good verbal and written . .
communication skills and works well in a highly collaborative setting. |nfor'ma1'|on

RESPONSIBILITIES (include but are not limited to): with anyone

@ Coordinate worship experiences for the whole church; provide guidance for you Th|nk
all worship experiences; work to incorporate worship in all areas of church life .
@ Coordinate music, media, and overall worhsip service with Pastor, Worship mlghT be
Team, Music Team, and Tech Team . .
interested in
@ Lead music at regular Sunday morning worship services and other services P
of worship throughout the year J0|n|n9 our
@ Offer suggestions and observations which would improve FPC’s music/worship )
ministries @
@ Assume other duties as may be assigned by the Pastor; particiate in regular /
staff meetings \(P

To learn more about this position and/or to apply, please email
a cover letter and current resume to: jsmolik@frederickbsburgpres.org

Becoming a community that cultivates faith and faithfulness to Christ




