The Weekly Update

Fredericksburg Presbyterian Church
July 9, 2025

If you are like me, you have been captivated and heartbroken learning about the devastating flooding
along the Guadalupe River in Texas that happened last weekend. As of this Wednesday morning more
than 100 people have lost their lives and more than 170 are still missing. When we see tragedies like
this one (and like so many others) we can often wonder why God allows this kind of destruction and
suffering.

“Why?” is always an okay question to ask God. The Psalmists do it all the time — they ask God why He
allows loss and grief and sorrow. But underneath the question of “why” there is always something else:
belief. When we take our questions to God we are expressing belief: belief that He exists, belief that He
listens and belief that He is working out all things for His redemptive purposes. Prayer is the best choice
for us to make when we see ruin and distress in the world. As we become aware of the scope of
heartbreaking events we can respond by talking to God — expressing our trust in His character and
asking Him to act in our world.

To that end, | want to challenge us: each time we see, hear or read news about the flooding, let’s all take
a few moments to pray. Let’s not just marinate in the shock and sadness, let’s also respond by talking to
God and asking for Him to move. Here are some kinds of things we can be praying for.

- Pray for those who have been directly impacted by the flood. For the people who have escaped,
for those who have lost loved ones and those who have lost property; ask God to bring His
comfort into their lives, and ask that the presence of God will be obvious and real to them.

- Pray for the search crews and first responders. Pray that they will have energy, diligence and
strength to continue their work. Pray for their health and emotional well-being as they are on the
frontlines confronting the horrors of this event.

- Pray for those who will be traveling to the area to help bring aid. Pray that God will provide for
those in need; that He will raise up individuals and organizations to deliver basic necessities and
to care for those who are still in need.

- Pray for the churches and ministers in the area. Pray that they will shine the light of Christ as they
look for ways to serve their communities in the name of Jesus. Pray that God gives them wisdom
and clarity about how to share His love with others.

- Pray for the young people affected by the flood - especially for the hundreds of girls at Camp
Mystic who were directly touched by this tragedy. Pray that they get the support and care they
need to recover physically and emotionally.

- Pray for God to strengthen our trust in Him in the face of difficult stories. Pray for the faith we
need to rely on God, even when we do not understand what He is doing or why He allows
disasters like this to take place.

| expect that within the next handful of weeks we will be hearing of some key ways to provide help to
those affected by the Texas flooding. But until we learn of more concrete ways to help, you can always
contribute to the disaster relief services provided by World Renew. World Renew is a key partner with
our denomination and you can give to their response fund here: https://worldrenew.net/disaster-response
-services-us/disaster-response-services



https://worldrenew.net/disaster-response-services-us/disaster-response-services
https://worldrenew.net/disaster-response-services-us/disaster-response-services
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Happy Anniversory

July 9 Bridget & Mike Rhamy
July 11 Mel & Kevin Walton
July 16 Tiana & Matt Smith
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VOLUNTEERS FOR July 13
Greeters  Jim & Candi Kinney
Shirley Swinehart
Ushers Shad Swinehart
Cody Daugherty
Café Jenny Reed

Nursery (Worship)  Connie Herman
Nursery (2nd Hour) Wendy McKelvey

Kidz Jam Bridget Rhamy
Kids 2nd Hour Bridget Rhamy
Elder Assist Earl Rhamy
Safety Team Nick Miller

Trail Mix will meet July 10
A in the church parking lot
@Wi X @) at 6 p.m. Later July dates
" are: July 17 and July 31.
No Trail Mix on July 24.

Save the

Datel

Our annual

= church picnic,

"= complete with
corn hole tournaments and a jump
house will be Sunday, August 17
following worship. Mark your
calendars now.

Please keep these people/situations in your prayers.
The prayer needs listed in BOLD are new to the list.

Praises
e Mark Lemon is home
Military Service:
e Abraham Guzman
e |saiah Styer in Hawaii
¢ Shannah Swinehart - Army National Guard
e Christa Nelson - Navy
o Steven King - Army
e Ryan Chabak - stationed in Arizona
o Gaven Bee - stationed in Jordan

Prayer Needs
¢ Texas flood victims
e Camp Luz campers and staffers
o Pastor Albert
¢ Unspoken

Health Concerns
e Dean Corrigan - heart valve replacement
e Mark Lemon - cont'd prayers for progress
Josiah's friend Nicki hospitalized
Those needing/seeking mental health help
Pat Thomson
e Jane Heilman
Battling Cancer
e Janet Lee
e Diane Scott
Janet Lee
Waldo - cont'd prayers for remainder of chemo
Landon Sommers - Hodgkin’s Lymphoma
e Dale James
Condolences
e The family of Mary Alice Shade

The Deacons encourage you to send cards or
notes of encouragement to those in the church
family experiencing prayer needs.




The Children’s Ministry Team has a special request for our

church family. We are asking you to join with us in praying for the kids of the
church and for growth and blessing in kids ministry. We are eager to see more children
and families connect with our programming for kids; but as we work toward that goal, we
are asking all of you to join us in prayer. We know that God is the one who can help us
reach more children and so we want to be asking Him to be at work in these things.
Each week in the weekly update we will be sharing a simple prayer prompt for each day
of the month and it will be connected with a Bible reference that the prayer is based on.
We encourage you to pray with us but lifting up the children in your life, or by praying a
general blessing on the children of our community. Your commitment to join us in pray-
ing for these things is a blessing to us and makes a difference! Thank you!

Praying for Kids - July 9 - July 15

July 9 - Ephesians 3:19
May children experience the love of Christ, though it is too great to understand fully. Then
may they be made complete with all the fullness of life and power that comes from you, God.

July 10 - Ephesians 3:20-21

Now all glory to you, God. You are able, through your mighty power at work within our chil-
dren’s ministry team, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think. Glory to you
in our children’s ministry and in Christ Jesus through this generation we lead, and all gene-
rations forever and ever! Amen.

July 11 - Ephesians 6:19-20

And God, | pray for myself. Give me the right words so | can boldly explain your mysterious
plan that the Good News is for children and grown-ups alike. No matter what happens, |
pray that | will keep on speaking boldly for you, as | should.

July 12 - Philippians 1:3-5

Every time | think of our volunteer team, | give thanks to you, God. As | pray, | make my
requests for all of them with joy, for they are my partners in spreading the Good News about
Christ with the kids at our church.

July 13 — Philippians 1:6
And | am certain, God, that you began a good work in the children | teach and will continue
your work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.

July 14 - Philippians 1:7-8

So it is right that | should feel as | do about the children in my church, for they have a special
place in my heart. They share with me the special favor of God. God, you know how much |
love these children and long for them with the tender compassion of Christ Jesus.

July 15 — Philippians 1:9
| pray that your love will overflow more and more in the children | serve, and that they will
keep on growing in knowledge and understanding.




July Calendar

July 9 10:30 a.m. G.L.O.W.

July 9 6:00 p.m. Trustees Meeting

July 9 6:45p.m. Music Team

July 10 6:00 p.m. Trail Mix

July 10 7:00 p.m. Intercessory Prayer Group

July 13 Sunday morning worship and 2nd Hour

July 13 12 noon Emmaus 4th Day following 2nd Hour
No Session Meeting in July

July 15 6:00 p.m. No Name Yet Bible Study

July 16 10:00 a.m. G.L.O.W.

July16 6:45 p.m. Music Team

July 17 Intercessory Prayer Group

July 20 Sunday morning worship and 2nd Hour

July 22 6:00 p.m. No Name Yet Bible Study

July22 7:30 p.m. The Grind

July23 10:00 a.m. G.L.O.W. (Women)

July23 6:45 p.m. Music Team

July 24 7:00 p.m. Intercessory Prayer Group

July 27 Sunday morning worship and 2nd Hour

July 28-30 Standing Theological Committee Meeting

July 29 6:00 p.m. No Name Yet Bible Study

July 30 10:00 a.m. G.L.O.W.

July30 6:45 p.m. Music Team

July 31 7:00 p.m. Intercessory Prayer Group

Our summer sermon series
continues July 13 with favorite

\ verses from the congregation/

ECO Theology

is coming to Fredericksburg!

July 28-30 we will be hosting the annual meeting
of ECO’s Standing Theology Committee. This is
a team | have been a part of for almost five years
and I'm excited that we will be meeting right here
at FPC this summer. The STC is a group of pas-
tors from around the country responsible for theo-
logical conversation and content in our denomina-
tion; we write books, articles, host a preconfer-
ence at the National Gathering and provide theo-
logical support in all kinds of ways. Please be in
prayer for the ten members of this team as they
travel to Fredericksburg. Pray for a good, produc-
tive meeting; and if you see us around church or
town — come say hi!

JOIN OUR TEAM!

NOW HIRING: Director of Music and Worship

FPC is looking for an enthusiastic and respectful Director of Music and Worship who Please .Shar‘e
demonstrates an active faith in Jesus that falls in line with ECO’s theology, and is skilled Th|s
in vocal and instrumental music leading. This role also requires good verbal and written . .
communication skills and works well in a highly collaborative setting. |nfor'ma1'|on

it

FREDERICKSBURG
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

RESPONSIBILITIES (include but are not limited to): with anyone
@ Coordinate worship experiences for the whole church; provide guidance for you Th|nk
all worship experiences; work to incorporate worship in all areas of church life .
@ Coordinate music, media, and overall worhsip service with Pastor, Worship m'ghT be
Team, Music Team, and Tech Team N .
interested in
@ Lead music at regular Sunday morning worship services and other services P
of worship throughout the year J0|n|n9 our
@ Offer suggestions and observations which would improve FPC’s music/worship p
ministries @
@ Assume other duties as may be assigned by the Pastor; particiate in regular LG
staff meetings @

To learn more about this position and/or to apply, please email =

a cover letter and current resume to: jsmolik@frederickbsburgpres.org

Becoming a community that cultivates faith and faithfulness to Christ



