
Many of you have asked, so I thought I’d give you an update on this summer’s garden! I have gotten 
almost everything planted and it’s been exciting to see the growth that is already taking place.  I tried 
lots of new things this year, like corn, broccoli, pumpkin, cauliflower, etc.  Not sure how it will all do, but 
I’m finding it fun to experiment.  You can see some of the progress in the picture below.  I’ve already 
fallen behind in my weeding, but I hope to be able to make some progress this weekend.  I have been 
so grateful for so many of you who have made suggestions and let me ask questions.  Others even 
helped me prepare the ground and shared starters and seeds with me – you guys are awesome. 
 

Why am I telling you all of this?  Because since I planted my very first garden last year, so much about 
gardening has reminded me of pastoring!  While I’m working in my garden, I am constantly thinking 
about YOU ALL!  In many different ways, caring for the plants in the ground helps me pray for all of you 
– let me give you some examples. 
 

First is the tenderness I feel towards the garden.  I planted a lot of starters this year, so that means 
gently handling baby plants and putting them in the soil.  I am always hopeful that they will take root 
easily and will flourish.  I feel the same way about our church, I want all of us to experience the love 
and compassion of Jesus, and that we would know His kindness towards us as we seek to grow in Him. 
 

Next is the process of weeding and watering.  These actions remind me so much of what ministry is 
like. We have to nourish the growth of each other, as we teach the truth of God found in His word 
(that’s like watering) and as we confront our sinful desires and broken ways of thinking (that’s like 
weeding).   When I’m weeding in the garden, I’m consistently praying that God will be discipling us at 
FPC to grow in truth and repentance. 
 

I’ve also noticed that help is needed.  I would have never planted things if others hadn’t have shown 
me how.  I needed friends and companions to give me their wisdom, insight and even their physical 
labor to create a garden at all.  Just like in our life of faith, we need others to help us grow; we can’t do 
it on our own; especially as a pastor – I need others to partner with as we care for FPC. 
 

The most important things a garden needs are not things that I provide. When I work in the 
garden I am often keenly aware that I 
can’t provide the sun or the rain or the 
good soil.  God has to do those things.  
I can weed, I can fertilize, I can place 
supports and look for pests.  But I can’t 
make the sun shine.  This teaches me 
how to pray for you all.  I want to do 
everything I can to serve God’s people 
as faithfully as I know how, but God is 
the one who does the essential work of 
bringing new life and growth in 
faithfulness.  All the good that happens 
at this church - or in any ministry is 
because God is providing! 
 

Maybe most importantly, working in the garden is an important reminder to me that our growth 
is in God’s trustworthy hands.  God designed plants to grow.  Just like God designed disciples to 
grow!  When I am in the garden this is what I pray about – that God will give you growth in trust, faith, 
hope and love! 
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Happy Birthday 

June 19    Wendy McKelvey 
June 20    Marcy Speelman 
June 21   Angie Chapman 
June 24   Paul Miller 

You are invited to the graduation 

party for Andi Schuch at the church 

on June 21 from 1-4 p.m. 

Happy Anniversary 

June 20   Val & Jay Haver 
June 20   Melinda & Steve Moffitt 

June 22   Vickie & Earl Rhamy 

The Next Trail Mix is June 

19 at  6:00 p.m.  in the park-

ing lot. All ages and abil-
ity levels are welcome. Invite 
your friends and neighbors!  If 

you have any questions, contact Michelle at  330-
464-4723 or  ail trailmixfpc@gmail.com.  

Do you feel called to join others in prayer? 
Do you feel that tug on your heart to pray to 
have a deeper connection with Christ? Maybe 
you want to be better at praying? Starting June 
12 at 7pm, Melodie Stroud will be hosting an 
intercessory prayer group that will meet in the 
FPC Sanctuary. The group will be praying for 
our church, our families, our village, and our 
government. For more information, contact   
Melodie at  melodie@itsimplifying.com 

UPDATE INFORMATION 

There is Intercessory Prayer this Thursday 
6/19/2025 @ 7:00pm in the Sanctuary. 
No I.P. On 06/26 or 07/03, but will resume on 
07/10/25. 
 

 “The Lord longs to hear all of our concerns. 
Any burden too small to be turned into prayer  

is too small to be made into a burden.”  
– Corrie Ten Boom 

 

Please Pick Up Your Gear 
Thank you for all of the donations of     

outdoor-sy items for VBS. There are still 

some things that need to be picked up by 

the owner. Those items are located in the 

Youth/GLOW room.  

 

 

Please share 
this                  

information 
with anyone 

you think might 
be interested 
in joining our 

team! 
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mailto:melodie@itsimplifying.com


The Children’s Ministry Team has a special request for our church 
family.  We are asking you to join with us in praying for the kids of the church and for growth 
and blessing in kids ministry.  We are eager to see more children and families connect with our 
programming for kids; but as we work toward that goal, we are asking all of you to join us in 
prayer.  We know that God is the one who can help us reach more children and so we want to 
be asking Him to be at work in these things.   Each week in the weekly update we will be shar-
ing a simple prayer prompt for each day of the month and it will be connected with a Bible refer-
ence that the prayer is based on.  We encourage you to pray with us but lifting up the children 
in your life, or by praying a general blessing on the children of our community.  Your commit-
ment to join us in praying for these things is a blessing to us and makes a difference! Thank 
you! 

Praying for Kids – June 18 - June 24 

June 18 – Colossians 1:3-5 
I always pray for these children, and give thanks to you, God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. For they have shown me their faith in Christ Jesus and their love for all of God’s people, 
which come from their confident hope of what you have reserved for them in heaven. 
 

June 19 - Colossians 1:6 
This same Good News that we teach in children’s ministry is going out all over the world. I pray 
for those ministries, that they may bear fruit by changing lives, just as it changed my life from 
the day I first heard and understood the truth about God’s wonderful grace. 
 

June 20 – Colossians 1:7-8 
The children at our church are learning about the Good News from me and _____, my beloved 
co-workers. We are your faithful servants, and we have seen the love for others that the Holy 
Spirit has given my kids. 
 

June 21 – Colossians 1:9 
I will not stop praying for these children from the moment I meet them. I ask, God, that you give 
them a complete knowledge of your will and give them spiritual wisdom and understanding. 
 

June 22 – Colossians 1:10 
May the way children live always honor and please you, Lord, and may their lives produce  
every kind of good fruit. All the while, may they grow as they learn to know you better and    
better. 
 

June  23 – Colossians 1:11-12 
I pray that you will strengthen these children with all your glorious power so they will have all 
the endurance and patience they need. May they be filled with joy, always thanking you, Fa-
ther. You have enabled us to share in the inheritance that belongs to your people, who live in 
the light. 
 

June  24 -  Romans 16:25-27 
Now all glory to you, God, who are able to make kids strong, just as the Good News says. This 
message about Jesus Christ has revealed his plan for all these children, a plan you’ve held 
from the beginning of time. But now make this message known to children everywhere, so that 
they too might believe and obey you. All glory to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, fore-
ver. Amen. 
 



Please keep these people/situations in your prayers.  
The prayer needs listed in BOLD are new to the list. 
       

Praises 

•  Praise Mary Lee’s brother, John’s surgery   
   was  successful   

•  Ava’s (Triway student) last surgery 

Military Service:  

• Isaiah Styer in Hawaii  

•  Shannah Swinehart - Army National Guard 

• Christa Nelson - Navy 

• Steven King - Army  

• Ryan Chabak - stationed in Arizona  

• Gaven Bee - stationed in Jordan 
 

Prayer Needs 

•  Camp Luz campers and staffers 

•  Pastor Albert   

•  Unspoken 

 

     Health Concerns  

•  Mark Lemon - conti’d prayers for progress 

•  Josiah’s friend Nicki hospitalized 

•  Oliver Shultzman - Type 1 diabetes 

•  Zach Steven’s mom & step dad  

•  Those needing/seeking mental health help 

•  Janine’s cousin recovering from heart surgery    

•    Pat Thomson   

•  Jane Heilman 
 

Battling Cancer  

• Janet Lee  

•  Diane Scott 

•  Janet Lee  

•  Waldo - cont’d prayers for remainder of chemo 

•  Landon Sommers - Hodgkin’s Lymphoma   

•  Dale James 
 

 

   Condolences  

•  The family of Angela Sparr 

 

The Deacons encourage you to send cards or 

notes of encouragement to those in the church 

family experiencing prayer needs.  

Our summer sermon series                   

continues with  favorite verses 

from the congregation. 

VOLUNTEERS FOR June 22 
Greeters Janine Schlauch   
  Duane Wood  
Ushers    Cody Daugherty 
  Adam Swinehart 
Café           Connie Herman  
Nursery (Worship)      Kim Morrow 
Nursery (2nd Hour)     Vickie Rhamy 
Kidz Jam   Shirley Swinehart 
Kids 2nd Hour      Shirley Swinehart 
Elder Assist          Mike Rhamy 
Safety Team          Tom Machamer 

Save the Date! 

Our annual church picnic, com-
plete with corn hole tournaments 
and a jump house will be Sunday, 

August 17 following worship. 
Mark your calendars now.  


