
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

The most expensive piece of jewelry in the world is the pendant necklace 
containing the Hope Diamond.  It’s made up of a chain of white diamonds, with 
a pendant of 16 diamonds surrounding the more than 45 carat blue Hope 
Diamond at its center.  It is estimated to be worth somewhere between $200 
and $250 million.  It is undisputedly the most valuable necklace in the world 
today. 
 

My favorite piece of jewelry is a pendant, too.  It is on a 
rusting, broken metal chain that someone tried to repair with a 
small piece of string.  It’s a plain piece of dark rock that’s 
weathered and dull.  On one side is a crude carving of a rose 
on a stem.  On the reverse side it reads: “8/29/54 - To Janyce 
- From Daddy”.  It is not worth anything; but it has more value 
to me than a million Hope Diamonds. 
 

My grandfather made this necklace for my mother when she 
was nine years old; it’s his handwriting I recognize in the print.  My mother prized it her whole 
life and now it belongs to me. It is a small token of a father’s love for her daughter; and the real 
treasure of the necklace is found in that relationship and that love.  
 

God treasures humans.  He doesn’t value them the way the world values them.  He doesn’t 
measure human worth based on their capacities, abilities or youth.  He doesn’t consider some 
lives old, worthless or shabby and therefore deem them worth less than other lives.  Instead, 
God treasures His people, carries them, rescues them and makes them this own though they 
do nothing to earn it or deserve it. 
 

God values us because He created us and we belong to Him.  No matter how gray our hair is, 
no matter how diminished our abilities; we have value to God. 
 

This is a counter-cultural message in a world that values people who are Hope Diamonds – 
successful, creative, famous, productive or powerful.  Our world tends to ignore and push aside 
those whose age or infirmity has made them less productive.  Many people in the world have 
internalized this broken idea about the value of life.  The culture around us mostly rejects the 
idea that human life has inherent value given by its Creator in love.  This rejection is a root 
reason we live in a society with more abortions than ever,  with a growing push for legalizing 
euthanasia and with an epidemic of deaths of despair   Life is cheap when you think that the 
only lives that matter are the productive ones.    
 

But this is not God’s way.  God values all humans – whether they are Hope Diamonds or rocks 
on a broken chain.  And we need to represent God in this way of valuing human life.  We need 
to treat all people as though they are treasured by God – no matter their age, ability or 
circumstances.  Friends – you will never, ever outgrow your value to God!   
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Happy Birthday 

June 25   Christa Nelson 
June 26   Shyler Swinehart 
June 27   Kacen Parrot 
June 30   Derek Roberts 
July    1   Connie Herman 
July    1   Shirley Swinehart 

Happy Anniversary 

June 26   Henry & Georgie Miller 
 

The Next Trail Mix is June 

26 at  6:00 p.m. in the park-

ing lot. All ages and abil-
ity levels are welcome. Invite 
your friends and neighbors!  If 

you have any questions, contact Michelle at  330-
464-4723 or  ail trailmixfpc@gmail.com.  

INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP UPDATE 
Melodie Stroud is hosting an intercessory prayer 
group that will meet in the FPC Sanctuary on 
Thursday evenings. The group will be praying for 
our church, our families, our village, and our gov-
ernment. For more information, contact   Melodie 
at  melodie@itsimplifying.com 
 

There is no Intercessory Prayer this Thursday 
06/26 or on 07/03, but will resume on 07/10/25. 
 
 

 

 

Please share 
this                  

information 
with anyone 

you think 
might be     

interested in 
joining our 

Pastor Jos will be in and out of 
the office from July 1–July 9; 
please feel free to contact her 

in case of emergencies! 

VOLUNTEERS FOR June 29 
Greeters Beth Reed   
  Bridget Rhamy  
Ushers    Reid & Shawn McKelvey 
Café           Wendy McKelvey 
Nursery (Worship)      Shyler Swinehart 
Nursery (2nd Hour)     Judy Badger 
Kidz Jam   Delores Schlegel 
Kids 2nd Hour      Delores Schlegel 
Elder Assist          Beth Miller 
Safety Team          Angie Chapman 
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The Children’s Ministry Team has a special request for our church 
family.  We are asking you to join with us in praying for the kids of the church and for growth 
and blessing in kids ministry.  We are eager to see more children and families connect with our 
programming for kids; but as we work toward that goal, we are asking all of you to join us in 
prayer.  We know that God is the one who can help us reach more children and so we want to 
be asking Him to be at work in these things.   Each week in the weekly update we will be shar-
ing a simple prayer prompt for each day of the month and it will be connected with a Bible refer-
ence that the prayer is based on.  We encourage you to pray with us but lifting up the children 
in your life, or by praying a general blessing on the children of our community.  Your commit-
ment to join us in praying for these things is a blessing to us and makes a difference! Thank 
you! 

Praying for Kids – June 25 - July 1 
June 25 – 1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 
I thank you, God, for our children’s ministry team, and pray for them constantly. As I pray to you 
about them, I think of their faithful work, their loving deeds, and the enduring hope they have been 
because of you, Jesus. 
 

June 26 - 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 
Now, God of peace, make children holy in every way. May their whole spirit and soul and body be 
kept blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ comes again. God, make this happen, for you have 
called me to reach children, and you are faithful.” 
 

June  27 – 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 
So I keep on praying for these children, asking you to enable them to live a life worthy of your call. 
Give them the power to accomplish all the good things their faith prompts them to do. Then the 
name of our Lord Jesus will be honored because of the way they live, and they will be honored 
along with you. This is all made possible because of your grace, and because of Jesus Christ. 
 

June 28 – Philemon 1:4-5 
I always thank God when I pray for ______, because I keep hearing about his/her faith in the Lord 
Jesus and his/her love for all of God’s people. 
 

June 29 - Philemon 1:6 
And I am praying that children will put into action the generosity that comes from faith as they 
understand and experience all the good things we have in you, Jesus. 
 

June 30 - Jude 1:24-25 
Now all glory to you, God, who can keep each child from falling away and will bring them with great 
joy into your glorious presence without a single fault. All glory to you who alone are God, our Savior 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. All glory, majesty, power, and authority are yours before all time, 
and in the present, and beyond all time! Amen. 
 

July 1 - Ephesians 1:15-16a 
God, I thank you for the faith in Jesus children in my church have shown, and their love for your 
people. 



Please keep these people/situations in your prayers.  
The prayer needs listed in BOLD are new to the list. 
       

  Military Service:  

• Isaiah Styer in Hawaii  

•  Shannah Swinehart - Army National Guard 

• Christa Nelson - Navy 

• Steven King - Army  

• Ryan Chabak - stationed in Arizona  

• Gaven Bee - stationed in Jordan 
 

Prayer Needs 

•  Camp Luz campers and staffers 

•  Pastor Albert   

•  Unspoken 

 

     Health Concerns  

•   Dean Corrigan - heart procedure June 27 

•   Mark Lemon - cont’d prayers for progress 

•  Josiah’s friend Nicki hospitalized 

•  Oliver Shultzman - Type 1 diabetes 

•  Zach Steven’s mom & step dad  

•  Those needing/seeking mental health help 

•  Janine’s cousin recovering from heart surgery    

•   Pat Thomson   

•  Jane Heilman 
 

Battling Cancer  

• Janet Lee  

•  Diane Scott 

•  Janet Lee  

•  Waldo - cont’d prayers for remainder of chemo 

•  Landon Sommers - Hodgkin’s Lymphoma   

•  Dale James 
 

 

   Condolences  

•  The family of Mary Alice Shade 

•  The family of Angela Sparr 

 

The Deacons encourage you to send cards or 

notes of encouragement to those in the church 

family experiencing prayer needs.  

Our summer sermon series                   

continues with  favorite verses 

from the congregation. 

Save the Date! 

Our annual church picnic, com-
plete with corn hole tournaments 
and a jump house will be Sunday, 

August 17 following worship. 
Mark your calendars now.  

YA THINK IT’S HOT HERE?? 

The hottest place on Earth is Death Valley, 
California, with the highest recorded air 
temperature of 134°F (56.7°C) at Furnace 
Creek on July 10, 1913, according to the 
World Meteorological Organization. Recent 
high temperatures include 130°F in 2020. 

There’s one other place that maintains the 
highest average temperature year-round. 
That honor goes to Dallol, Ethiopia. Day in, 

day out, all throughout the year, 
Dallol’s average temperature 
reaches almost 94° F!  
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