
From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

This past Sunday we learned about the call to live into the reality of Christian community.   
We discussed how being part of a community isn’t voluntary – we all belong automatically 
because of the finished work of Jesus!  BUT we have a lot to do to build a FLOURISHING 
and healthy community; a community where we are all known, serve and belong.   Deitrich 
Bonehoeffer said in his book “Life Together” that Christian community “is not an ideal we 
must realize, it is rather a reality created by God in Christ in which we may participate.” 
 

Part of what we looked at were some of Bonhoeffer’s practical steps to participating in 
Christian community; and we mentioned three key services we offer one another. 
 

First is the ministry of listening.  This means taking another’s words and heart 
SERIOUSLY.  Hear what Bonhoeffer says: “The first service that one owes others in the 
fellowship consists in listening to them… listening can be a greater service than speaking… 
there is a kind of listening with half an ear that presumes already to know what the other 
person has to say. It is an impatient, inattentive listening, that despises the brother and is  
only waiting for a chance to speak and thus to get rid of the other person. This is not 
fulfillment of our obligation” to listen. 
 

Second is the ministry of active helpfulness. This means looking for ways to meet the 
needs of people around us.  Again, this is how Bonhoeffer describes this duty:  “Nobody is  
too good to offer the meanest service. One who worries about the loss of time that such petty, 
outward acts of helpfulness entail is usually taking the importance of his own career too 
solemnly.  We must be ready to allow ourselves to be interrupted by God. God will be 
constantly crossing our paths and canceling our plans by sending us people with needs…   
we do not assume that our schedule is our own to manage, but allow it to be arranged by 
God.” 
 

Third is the ministry of bearing burdens.  This means enduring with other people’s 
imperfections and sins. Galatians 6:2 says, “Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law 
of Christ.” Once more, allow an extended quote from Bonhoeffer: “Bearing means forbearing 
and sustaining… (the follower of Jesus) must suffer and endure the brother. It is only when he 
is a burden that another person is really a brother and not merely an object to be 
manipulated…. (the burden) of the other person includes all that we mean by a person’s 
nature, individuality, endowment. It also includes his weaknesses and oddities which are such 
a trial to our patience; everything that produces frictions, conflicts and collisions among us.  
To bear the burden of the other person means involvement with the created reality of the 
other.” 
 

When we commit ourselves to really LISTENING to other people, to SERVING other people 
and to BEARING WITH other people, then we are engaged in the work of becoming the 
community God intends us to be!  We don’t need a church program to live out the call to 
healthy community, we just need to look for ways every day to LISTEN, SERVE and BEAR 
WITH the people in the community God has already given us! What can YOU do this week to 
listen, serve and bear with others?  
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                Trail Mix will meet at                      
s         6 p.m. in the church         
         parking lot Thursday,  
         October 2 and                   
         Thursday October 9.   

Please keep these people/situations in your prayers.  
The prayer needs listed in BOLD are new to the list.    

  
 

  Military Service: We have 7 young men & women 
 serving in the Armed Forces. Please keep 
 Abraham, Isaiah, Shannah, Christa, Steven, 
 Ryan and Gaven in your prayers.     

Prayer Needs 

•  Prayers for our country 

•  Prayers for victims of recent violence 

•  Jeff Styer - traveling safety 

•  Steven King - Mission Trip 

•  Pastor Albert   

•  Unspoken 

 

     Health Concerns  

•  Bridget Rhamy’s father 

•  Al Amstutz -  Health concerns 

•  Jessica - 1st trimester high risk pregnancy 

•  Mayson White - injured HS football player 

•  Shelly Crosby - health concerns 

•  Susan (James) Halliday 

•  Ralph Camatcho 

•  Mark Lemon - cont’d prayers for progress 

•  Those needing/seeking mental health help 

•  Pat Thomson   

•  Jane Heilman 
 

Battling Cancer  

•  Mariann Stutzman - pancreatic cancer 

•  Logan - 13 yr. old  with brain tumor 

•  Nicki 

•  Janet Lee  

•  Diane Scott 

•  Waldo - cont’d prayers for remainder of chemo 

•  Landon Sommers - Hodgkin’s Lymphoma          

 

       Condolences 

•  The family of Angie Chapman’s mother  

•  The family of Karen Leppla 

•  The family of Pat Shaw 

The Deacons encourage you to send cards or notes of encour-

agement to those in the church family experiencing prayer 

needs.  

Dear church family,  

After nearly 50 years holding the annual 

church family wiener roast and hayride at our 

farm, (only missing a couple of years because 

of weather), it is now time for us to “retire”. 

This yearly church activity was a great time of 

fellowship, fun and getting to know others, be-

cause it was an invitation to everyone and 

“bring a friend”. Attendance usually ran about 

80 and we have had as many as 110 people 

attend. We want to thank the people who have 

attended these many years and we have en-

joyed hosting the event and we will miss it. 

God bless you all.  

Don & Joyce Rhamy 

There is a   

signup sheet 

in the  

Gallery  

LADIES! 

Something 

special just 

for you! 



The Children’s Ministry Team has a special request for our 
church family.  We are asking you to join with us in praying for the kids of the 
church and for growth and blessing in kids ministry.  We are eager to see more chil-
dren and families connect with our programming for kids; but as we work toward 
that goal, we are asking all of you to join us in prayer.  We know that God is the one 
who can help us reach more children and so we want to be asking Him to be at 
work in these things.   Each week in the weekly update we will be sharing a simple 
prayer prompt for each day of the month and it will be connected with a Bible refer-
ence that the prayer is based on.  We encourage you to pray with us but lifting up 
the children in your life, or by praying a general blessing on the children of our com-
munity.  Your commitment to join us in praying for these things is a blessing to us 
and makes a difference! Thank you! 

Praying for Kids – October 1 - October 7 
October 1 - Ephesians 1:15-16a 
God, I thank you for the faith in Jesus children in my church have shown, and their love for 
your people  
 

October 2 - Ephesians 1:16b-17 
I pray for the children in my ministry constantly, asking you, the glorious Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to give those children spiritual wisdom and insight so that they might grow in 
their knowledge of you, God. 
 

October 3 -  Ephesians 1:18 
I pray that children’s hearts be flooded with light so that they can understand the confident 
hope you have given to those you called—your holy children who are your rich and glo-
rious inheritance. 
 

October 4 - Ephesians 1:19-21 
I also pray that children will understand the incredible greatness of your power when they 
believe in you. This is the same mighty power that raised Christ from the dead and seated 
him in the place of honor at your right hand in the heavenly realms. Now he is far above 
any ruler or authority or power or leader or anything else—not only in this world but also in 
the world to come. 
 

October 5 - Ephesians 1:22-23 
God, I praise you because you have put all things under the authority of Christ and made 
him head over all things for the benefit of the church, including our children’s ministry. Our 
group of children is your body; it is made full and complete by Christ, who fills all things 
everywhere with himself. 
 

October 6 - Ephesians 3:14-16 
When I think of what Christ has done to unite us, and what he has called me to in ministry, 
I fall to my knees and pray to you, Father, the Creator of everything in heaven and on 
earth. I pray that from your glorious, unlimited resources you will empower me with inner 
strength through your Spirit, to teach your children with excellence. 
 

October 7 - Ephesians 3:17 
Jesus, make your home in children’s hearts as they trust in you. Give them roots that grow 
down into God’s love and keep them strong.  



VOLUNTEERS FOR OCTOBER 5 
Greeters Don & Joyce Rhamy 
  Duane Wood 
Ushers    Shad Swinehart 
  Jerry Herman 
Café           Adam Swinehart 
Nursery (Worship)   Veronica Styer 
Nursery (2nd Hour)  Bridget Rhamy 
Kidz Jam   Shirley Swinehart 
Kids 2nd Hour  Georgie Miller 
Elder Assist          Claudia Ward 
Safety Team         Duane Wood 
Communion Prep Angie Chapman 
Communion Servers   Claudia Ward,            
Angie Chapman John Scott, Adam Swinehart 

SECOND HOUR There are adult discussion groups 

in the classrooms on the left-hand side of the hall-

way, kids’ classrooms on the right-hand side of the 

hallway and Youth at the far end of the hall on the 

right. Another group gathers in the Gallery for fellow-

ship and visiting with friends and neighbors.   

   Happy Birthday   
October 4 - Jim Ward 
October 6 - Finley Smith 
October 7 - Matt Chabak 
October 8 - Heidi Yacapraro 

The Deacons are collecting Kleenex and 
Clorox/Lysol wipes for the elementary school. 
There will be a collection box in the Gallery     
to receive donations through this Sunday,     
October 5.  

October Calendar  
October 2  6:00 p.m. Trail Mix 
October 2  7:00 p.m. Intercessory Prayer 
October 5  Sunday morning worship  
October 5  World Communion Sunday 
October 7  6:00 p.m. Seasons Study Group 
October 8  10:00 a.m.  G.L.O.W. 
October 8  6:00 p.m. Trustees Meet 
October 8       6:45 p.m. Music Team 
October 9  6:00 p.m. Trail Mix 
October 9  7:00 p.m. Intercessory Prayer 
October 9  7:00 p.m. Outreach Team Meeting 
October 11  9:00 a.m. Women’s breakfast 
October 12  Sunday morning worship 
October 12     11:30 a.m. Worship Team meet 
October 12  12:00 Emmaus 4th Day lunch 
October 14  6:00 p.m. Seasons Study Group 
October 15     10:00 a.m. G.L.O.W. 
October 15     6:45 p.m. Music Team 
October 16  7:00 p.m. Intercessory Prayer 
October 19  Sunday morning worship 
October 21  6:00 p.m. Seasons Study Group 
October 21  7:00 p.m. Session Meeting 
October 22  10:00 a.m. G.L.O.W. 
October 22  6:45 p.m. Music team 
October 23     NO Intercessory Prayer tonight 
October 26  Sunday morning worship 
October 26  Youth lunch & Road Trip 
October 28     6:00 p.m. Seasons Study Group 
October 28     7:30 p.m. The Grind 
October 29     10:00 a.m. G.L.O.W. 
October 29     6:45 p.m. Music Team 
October 30  7:00 p.m. Intercessory Prayer 
 



 

 

Please share 
this                  

information 
with anyone 

you think 
might be     

interested in 
joining our 

HEY CHURCH FAMILY!  

Check this out.  
A great night of delicious food and fellowship.  

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Please mark your calendars for November 9,  from 5-8 p.m. For some fun 
and fellowship. We are planning a “Progressive Dinner.” There will be 3 
courses - salad, entrée, and dessert. You will be eating salad with different 
people than you eat with for the main entrée or dessert. The evening will be 
filled with fun, great conversation and there’s no doubt you’ll get to know 
some of our church family members with whom you have not had time to  in-
teract. It’s guaranteed to be an evening of fun and fabulous food. A sign-up 
sheet is on the table in the entry. You must sign up to  participate in the 
event. If you would like to host one of the meal courses there are instruc-
tions on the sign up sheet to do so. See you there!  


