
Important announcement:  I’m declaring that October is now also CONGREGATION 
APPRECIATION MONTH!  Thank you so much 
for the kind pastor appreciation gift you all gave 
me this Sunday.  Those deacons are sneaky, 
and also very good at communicating care to 
me (and to all of us).   But it only feels right that I 
should get to return the favor and tell you just a 
few of the reasons I appreciate all of you! I am 
so grateful to God for who you all are and for the 
church community that He has given us.  Let me 
share why I thank God for you: 
 

1. You love the Lord.                                                                                                                                     
It may seem that this would be a given for 
church congregations; and I hope that’s true.  But it is still worth noting what a blessing it is that 
you love Jesus and are committed to being a church that trusts in Him.  As far as I can tell, this 
church has always been a place that takes the truth of God seriously and is dedicated to being 
a place that lives out the greatest commandment: to love the Lord with all your heart, soul, 
mind and strength. 

 

2. You support each other and the work of the church.                                                                                    
One of the most notable things about this congregation is how you all step in to help and serve 
when it’s needed.  So many of you contribute to the ministries of the church, but you also help 
and serve one another when given the chance.  You are a giving and generous church! 

 

3. You are eager to follow as the Lord leads.                                                                                              
Something I hear over and over from FPC congregants is that you are eager to be obedient as 
God guides our church.  So many of you are so interested in answering the question: where is 
God leading our church?  You are enthusiastic to take steps as God reveals them to us; not 
needing to hold on to old habits, but willing to take steps of faithfulness into the future God has 
for us.  What a gift! 

 

4. You are kind.                                                                                                                                                
The covenant partners and regular attenders of FPC are kind.  There is a difference between 
being kind and being nice. Being nice is being socially appropriate and pleasant – it’s a good 
thing!  But being kind is something more – it’s being genuinely compassionate and having a 
sincere desire to help and improve the well-being of others.  FPC isn’t just full of nice people, it 
is full of kind people. 

 

5. You are fun.                                                                                                                                         
One of my favorite things to discover about this congregation is that it is full of fun people.  
Your ability to be light-hearted and joyful is a true gift.  You all enjoy jokes and laughter; but not 
at the expense of others.  You appreciate each other’s company and like to have a good time.  
I’m so grateful to be a part of a truly fun-loving community! 

 

I don’t say it enough, but: YOU ALL ARE A BLESSING TO ME, and I appreciate you! 
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   Happy Birthday   
October 20 - Veronica Styer 
October 21 - Edna Wade 
October 23 - Isaiah Styer 
October 27 - Kevin Walton 
October 27 - Sherri Brown 
October 28 - Sharon Cramer 
October 29 - John Scott 

Please keep these people/situations in your prayers.  
The prayer needs listed in BOLD are new to the list.    

  
 

 Praises 

•  For answered prayers for help 

•  New great-grandchild for Don & Joyce Rhamy 
 

  Military Service: We have 7 young men & women 
 serving in the Armed Forces. Please keep           
 Abraham, Isaiah, Shannah, Christa, Steven, 
 Ryan and Gaven in your prayers.     

Prayer Needs 

•  Prayers for Styer’s busy week/health 

•  Prayers for peace 

•  Smithville 8th graders DC trip Wednesday 

•  Prayers for our country 

•  Prayers for victims of recent violence 

•  Steven King - Mission Trip 

•  Pastor Albert   

•  Unspoken 
 

     Health Concerns  

•  Paul Miller - kidney stone removal on 23rd 

•  Jessica - 2nd trimester high risk pregnancy 

•  Mayson White - injured HS football player 

•  Shelly Crosby - health concerns 

•  Susan (James) Halliday 

•  Ralph Camatcho 

•  Mark Lemon - cont’d prayers for progress 

•  Those needing/seeking mental health help 

•  Pat Thomson   

•  Jane Heilman 
 

Battling Cancer  

•  Justin Myers - considering hospice 

•  Mariann Stutzman - pancreatic cancer 

•  Logan - 13 yr. old  with brain tumor 

•  Nicki 

•  Janet Lee  

•  Diane Scott 

•  Waldo - cont’d prayers for remainder of chemo 

•  Landon Sommers - Hodgkin’s Lymphoma          
 

       Condolences 

•  The family of Francis Buckley 

  The Deacons encourage you to send cards or notes of 

encouragement to those in the church family experiencing 

prayer needs.  

Happy Anniversary 
Oct. 20 - Debbie & Keith Hewitt 
Oct. 25 - Kristin & Matt Chabak 

 

 

 

Eco’s National Gathering is coming February 2-5 in 

Atlanta Georgia. Guest speakers for the event in-

clude Esau McCaulley, Mandy Smith, James R. Ed-

wards and Toni Collier.  There are break-out session 

on everything from “Healthy Teams and Leaders” to 

“Global Engagement”.   Pastor Jos will be attending 

as well as delegates chosen from Session. In addi-

tion, the Gathering is open to anyone who is interest-

ed. The website is  

https://www.econationalgathering.org/ 

You can reach out to Pastor Jos for additional  infor-

mation if you are interested in attending.  

Esther 4:14                                            
"And who knows but that you 
have come to your royal posi-
tion for such a  time as this?"  

The church office will be closed  October 18 

through October 26 while Secretary Jeann 

is on  vacation.  

 MEN’S RETREAT AT CAMP LUZ 

The Men's Retreat is for men 18yrs and older,     

Oct. 31 - Nov. 2. Paul Miller will be one of the speak-

ers. You can find additional information or register by 

scanning the code below, or by clicking here  

https://www.campluz.com/mens-retreat.html 

https://www.campluz.com/mens-retreat.html


The Children’s Ministry Team has a special request for our 
church family.  We are asking you to join with us in praying for the kids of the 
church and for growth and blessing in kids ministry.  We are eager to see more chil-
dren and families connect with our programming for kids; but as we work toward 
that goal, we are asking all of you to join us in prayer.  We know that God is the one 
who can help us reach more children and so we want to be asking Him to be at 
work in these things.   Each week in the weekly update we will be sharing a simple 
prayer prompt for each day of the month and it will be connected with a Bible refer-
ence that the prayer is based on.  We encourage you to pray with us but lifting up 
the children in your life, or by praying a general blessing on the children of our com-
munity.  Your commitment to join us in praying for these things is a blessing to us 
and makes a difference! Thank you! 

Praying for Kids – October 15 - October 22 
October 15 – Philippians 1:9 
 

I pray that your love will overflow more and more in the children I serve, and that they will keep on 
growing in knowledge and understanding. 
 
October 16 – Philippians 1:10 
 

I pray that children truly understand what really matters, so that they may live pure and blameless 
lives until the day of Christ’s return. 
 
October 17 -  Philippians 1 :11 
 

May these children always be filled with the fruit of salvation—the righteous character produced in 
their lives by Jesus Christ—for this will bring much glory and praise to you, oh God. 
 
October 18 – Colossians 1:3-5 
 

I always pray for these children, and give thanks to you, God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
For they have shown me their faith in Christ Jesus and their love for all of God’s people, which 
come from their confident hope of what you have reserved for them in heaven. 
 
October 19 - Colossians 1:6 
 

This same Good News that we teach in children’s ministry is going out all over the world. I pray for 
those ministries, that they may bear fruit by changing lives, just as it changed my life from the day 
I first heard and understood the truth about God’s wonderful grace. 
 
October 20 – Colossians 1:7-8 
 

The children at our church are learning about the Good News from me and _____, my beloved co
-workers. We are your faithful servants, and we have seen the love for others that the Holy Spirit 
has given my kids. 
 
October 21 – Colossians 1:9 
 

I will not stop praying for these children from the moment I meet them. I ask, God, that you give 
them a complete knowledge of your will and give them spiritual wisdom and understanding. 
 



Please share 
this                  

information 
with anyone 

you think 
might be     

interested in 
joining our 

team! 

VOLUNTEERS FOR OCTOBER 19 
Greeters Beth Reed 
  Tanya Chupp 
Ushers    Reid McKelvey 
  Shawn McKelvey 
Café           Wendy McKelvey 
Nursery (Worship)   Melinda Moffitt 
Nursery (2nd Hour)  Jenny Miller 
Kidz Jam   Delores Schlegel 
Kids 2nd Hour  Delores Schlegel 
Elder Assist          Adam Swinehart 
Safety Team          Shirley Swinehart 

SECOND HOUR There are adult discussion groups in the 

classrooms on the left-hand side of the hallway, kids’ 

classrooms on the right-hand side of the hallway and 

Youth at the far end of the hall on the right. Another group 

gathers in the Gallery for fellowship and visiting with 

friends and neighbors.   

PROGRESSIVE DINNER  UPDATE 
There is a “Progressive Dinner” planned for November 9 from 5-8 p.m.  There will 
be 3 courses - salad, entrée, and dessert. You will be eating salad with different 
people than you eat with for the main entrée or dessert.  

The LAST DAY to sign up for the progressive dinner will be Sunday Oct. 26.  A sign-up 
sheet is on the table in the Gallery.  On Sunday, November 3rd, we will hand out the assignments of 
where each person/couple will go for the 3 meal courses.  The progressive dinner will then be the fol-
lowing Sunday - November 9th.  So - everyone must sign up by October 26 if you intend to participate 
to give us time to get the routes organized. It’s guaranteed to be an evening of fun, fabulous food and 
fellowship  

VOLUNTEERS FOR OCTOBER 26 
Greeters Abby Rhamy & Marcy Speelman 
  Shirley Swinehart 
Ushers    Keith Hewitt 
  Cody Daugherty 
Café           Connie Herman 
Nursery (Worship)   Kim Morrow 
Nursery (2nd Hour)  Vickie Rhamy 
Kidz Jam   Delores Schlegel 
Kids 2nd Hour  Delores Schlegel 
Elder Assist          Steve Schlegel 
Safety Team          Tom Machamer 

October Calendar  
October 16  7:00 p.m. Intercessory Prayer 
October 19  Sunday morning worship 
October 20  5:30 p.m. Nominating Team Meets 
October 20  6:30 p.m. Deacons Meeting 
October 21  6:00 p.m. Seasons Study Group 
October 21  7:00 p.m. Session Meeting 
October 22  10:00 a.m. G.L.O.W. 
October 22  6:45 p.m. Music team 
October 23     NO Intercessory Prayer tonight 
October 26  Sunday morning worship 
October 26  Youth lunch & Road Trip 
October 28     6:00 p.m. Seasons Study Group 
October 28     7:30 p.m. The Grind 
October 29     10:00 a.m. G.L.O.W. 
October 29     6:45 p.m. Music Team 
October 30  7:00 p.m. Intercessory Prayer 



Women’s Breakfast Oct. 11 

Making  
Biblical          
potato           
people! 


