
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
In 2015, social scientists did a unique experiment.  They wondered about the role that our 
expectations play in our experience of the world around us.  What they discovered was that if 
subjects EXPECTED a certain outcome they more frequently experienced what they expected. 
(In this study, some subjects were told that the game they were about to play was terrible, and 
some subjects were told the game was amazing – this “coaching” affected how they rated the  
experience – good or bad!).  
 

Scientists and psychologists have known for a long time that our expectations play a serious and 
substantial role in our lives.  For example, most experiments have to account for “expectation 
bias”.  It’s defined as “a cognitive bias in which a person’s preconceived beliefs or expectations 
about a situation influence their perception, interpretation and subsequent actions. In essence, 
people tend to see what they expect to see, even if it contradicts reality.” 
 

This has got me thinking:  what do I EXPECT will happen in my life this year?  Fall always feels 
like a fresh start to me (I think I spent too long living in a job shaped by school years, not calendar 
years) so it seems like a natural time to ask all of us – what do we expect will happen in our lives 
this year?  My hope is that all of us will EXPECT to grow! 
 

God desires His followers to be growing in love, knowledge and faith.  The ultimate destination of 
our spiritual growth is to be transformed into greater and greater Christlikeness.  Romans 8:29 
says that we are in the process of being conformed into the image of Jesus!  My encouragement 
for all of us is:  let’s EXPECT to grow!  God has promised it, so now, let’s see it happen in our 
lives and in our church! 
 

By “grow” I don’t really mean grow BIGGER or grow LARGER.  By “grow” I mean DEEPER and 
STRONGER.  I want to be someone – and I want our church to be a community – that is growing 
deeper in my knowledge and awareness of God; and growing STRONGER in my faith and trust 
in Him.   
 

Most organic growth can be imperceptible in the moment-to-moment, day-by-day nature of life.  
But after a season, we can look back and see that something has grown.  Think about a sapling 
that is planted one spring.  Season on season it adds another ring of growth and a few more 
branches of height, until over years and years, it becomes a strong and flourishing tree.  On 
Memorial Day this year, I put a small pumpkin plant in the ground in my garden.  On Labor Day I 
had a plant with huge leaves and vines that stretched across the yard, with 10 giant pumpkins 
growing on it. 
 

Do you expect that your faith in Jesus will grow like that tree or like that plant?  There is power in 
our expectations – and if we expect to grow spiritually then we will look for opportunities to 
NURTURE that growth!  My hope for all of us, is that we will EXPECT to GROW in faith this year 
– what can you do to help turn our expectation to grow into a reality? 

September 10, 2025 



VOLUNTEERS FOR SEPT. 14 
Greeters Beth Reed 
  Tanya Chupp 
Ushers    Adam Swinehart 
  Shad Swinehart 
Café           Jenny Reed 
Nursery (Worship) Connie Herman 
Nursery (2nd Hour)  Wendy McKelvey 
Kidz Jam   Beth Miller 
Kids 2nd Hour  Beth Miller 
Elder Assist          Angie Chapman 
Safety Team          Shirley Swinehart 

   Happy Birthday   
September 11    Jesse Kidd 
September 12    Gary Graham 
September 12    Janine Schlauch 
September 14    Brady McKelvey 

               The Deacons are collecting   
       Kleenex and Clorox/Lysol wipes  
   for the elementary school. There will 
be a   collection box in the Gallery to receive                           
donations through October 5.  

 CARRY-IN DINNER 

Let’s all get together 
Sunday, Sept. 21   
following 2nd Hour 
for a carry-in dinner.  
Bring a dish to share 

and we’ll enjoy fellowship and talk about 
church ministries and leadership for the          
ministry year.  

   Happy Anniversary 
September 15   Sherri & Tom Machamer  
 

Please keep these people/situations in your prayers.  
The prayer needs listed in BOLD are new to the list.    

  
 

Praises 
 

  Military Service: We have 7 young men & women 
 serving in the Armed Forces. Please keep 
 Abraham, Isaiah, Shannah, Christa, Steven, 
 Ryan and Gaven in your prayers.     

Prayer Needs 

•  Back to school - students, teachers, staff 

•  Pastor Albert   

•  Unspoken 

 

     Health Concerns  

•  Jessica - 1st trimester high risk pregnancy 

•  Mayson White - injured HS football player 

•  Shelly Crosby - health concerns 

•  Alyssa & Don Walton - motorcycle accident 

•  Bridget Rhamy’s father - heart concerns 

•  Phyllis Miller’s son-in-law 

•  Susan (James) Halliday 

•  Janine’s Uncle Jim - on Hospice 

•  Tonya Wade - continued health issues 

•  Kelly   

•  Ralph Camatcho 

•  Bruce Trusdle - health concerns  

•  Tiana Smith - nerve pain  

•  Mark Lemon - cont’d prayers for progress 

•  Those needing/seeking mental health help 

•  Pat Thomson   

•  Jane Heilman 
 

Battling Cancer  

•  Mariann Stutzman - pancreatic cancer 

•  Logan - 13 yr. old  with brain tumor 

•  Nicki 

•  Janet Lee  

•  Diane Scott 

•  Waldo - cont’d prayers for remainder of chemo 

•  Landon Sommers - Hodgkin’s Lymphoma          

 

Condolences 

• The family of Russ Brinkerhoff 
 

The Deacons encourage you to send cards or notes of encour-

agement to those in the church family experiencing prayer 

needs.  

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL                                

YOUTH AND PARENTS 
All Youth and Parents are invited to 2nd Hour to hear 
about plans for this school year. 



NO Trail Mix will this 
week (Sept. 11) Trail Mix 
will meet as usual the  

remaining Thursdays in September.   

The Children’s Ministry Team has a special request for our church 
family.  We are asking you to join with us in praying for the kids of the church and for 
growth and blessing in kids ministry.  We are eager to see more children and families 
connect with our programming for kids; but as we work toward that goal, we are asking 
all of you to join us in prayer.  We know that God is the one who can help us reach 
more children and so we want to be asking Him to be at work in these things.   Each 
week in the weekly update we will be sharing a simple prayer prompt for each day of 
the month and it will be connected with a Bible reference that the prayer is based on.  
We encourage you to pray with us but lifting up the children in your life, or by praying a 
general blessing on the children of our community.  Your commitment to join us in 
praying for these things is a blessing to us and makes a difference! Thank you! 

Praying for Kids – September 10 - September 16 
September 10 -  Ephesians 3:20-21 
Now all glory to you, God. You are able, through your mighty power at work within our children’s 
ministry team, to accomplish infinitely more than we might ask or think. Glory to you in our chil-
dren’s ministry and in Christ Jesus through this generation we lead, and all generations forever 
and ever! Amen. 
 

September 11 - Ephesians 6:19-20 
And God, I pray for myself. Give me the right words so I can boldly explain your mysterious plan 
that the Good News is for children and grown-ups alike. No matter what happens, I pray that I will 
keep on speaking boldly for you, as I should.  
 

September 12 - Philippians 1:3-5 
Every time I think of our volunteer team, I give thanks to you, God. As I pray, I make my requests 
for all of them with joy, for they are my partners in spreading the Good News about Christ with the 
kids at our church. 
 

September 13 – Philippians 1:6 
And I am certain, God, that you began a good work in the children I teach and will continue your 
work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns. 
 

September 14 – Philippians 1:7-8 
So it is right that I should feel as I do about the children in my church, for they have a special 
place in my heart. They share with me the special favor of God. God, you know how much I love 
these children and long for them with the tender compassion of Christ Jesus. 
 

September 15 – Philippians 1:9 
I pray that your love will overflow more and more in the children I serve, and that they will keep on 
growing in knowledge and understanding. 
 

September 16 – Philippians 1:10 
I pray that children truly understand what really matters, so that they may live pure and blameless 
lives until the day of Christ’s return. 

SECOND HOUR RETURNS SUNDAY                          
2nd Hour returns this Sunday!! There are adult discussion 

groups in the classrooms on the left-hand side of the hallway, 

kids’ classrooms on the right-hand side of the hallway and Youth 

at the far end of the hall on the right. Another group gathers in the 

Gallery for fellowship and visiting with friends and neighbors.  We 

hope you will remain after the service and join one of the groups.  



 

 

Please share 
this                  

information 
with anyone 

you think 
might be     

interested in 
joining our 

WATCH US ON  

 

 

 

Fredericksburg Presbyterian Church is starting a 

YouTube channel.  For many years now we have 

livestreamed our services through Facebook, but we will 

be switching over to streaming on YouTube by the end of 

the month.  Don’t worry: our services will still be present 

on Facebook, but beginning on August 24 we will stream 

exclusively to YouTube. Again, if you are used to Face-

book; don’t worry, you will still be able to see the 

livestream there as well. 

To connect with us on YouTube, here’s what you can do: 

you can subscribe to the FPC YouTube page or you can 

just visit the YouTube page whenever you want.  You 

can easily find it by searching “Fredericksburg Presbyter-

ian Church Ohio” in the YouTube search bar.  You can 

also go directly to our channel by typing in 

@FredericksburgPresbyterian and look for our green 

tree logo. You can also go  directly to 

https://www.youtube.com/@FredericksburgPresbyterian  

 

September Calendar 
 

Sept. 10        6:30 p.m.  Trustees Meeting 
Sept. 10        6:45 p.m. Music Team 
Sept. 11 NO Trail Mix tonight 
Sept. 11        7:00 p.m. Intercessory Prayer 
Sept  14 Sunday morning worship 
Sept  14        2nd Hour Returns 
Sept  14 Emmaus 4th Day after 2nd Hour 
Sept. 16 6:00 p.m. Seasons Study Group 
Sept. 16 7:00 p.m. Session Meeting 
Sept. 17 10:00 a.m.  G.L.O.W. 
Sept. 17        6:45 p.m. Music Team 
Sept. 18 6::00 p.m. Trail Mix 
Sept. 18 7:00 p.m. Intercessory Prayer 
Sept. 18 7:00 p.m. Outreach Team Meets 
Sept. 21 Sunday morning worship 
Sept. 21 Carry-in lunch following 2nd Hour 
Sept. 23 6:00 p.m. Seasons Study Group 
Sept. 23 7:30 p.m. The Grind 
Sept. 24 10:00 a.m.  G.L.O.W. 
Sept. 24         6:45 p.m. Music Team 
Sept. 25  6:00 p.m. Trail Mix 
Sept. 28  Sunday morning worship  
Sept. 28  5-7 p.m. Youth Group (w/Tacos!) 
Sept. 30  6:00 p.m. Seasons Study Group    

https://www.youtube.com/@FredericksburgPresbyterian


 FPC YOUTH 

SAVE the 
DATE 


