
FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
When I was in high school I played clarinet in 
the symphonic band.  (nope, I’ve hardly 
touched a clarinet since.)  First hour, all four 
years of high school, I spent in a band room 
full of dozens of students and their 
instruments.  You can imagine what that room 
sounded like each morning, as students milled 
about, chatting (no phones to distract back 
then!), laughing and catching up on the events 
of the night before.  Along with the 
conversation, trumpets and trombones were 
being assembled; flutes and saxophones were 
being tuned; the fancy French horn and oboe 
players were practicing tricky parts and who knows what the guys in the drum section were doing as 
they fooled around on the snares and cymbals.  
 

We were all there for the same reason:  to make music together.  But those first ten minutes of a 
school day it sure didn’t seem like it.  It wasn’t until the folders got opened, the sheet music came out 
and the band director stepped on the small platform at the center bottom of the tiered room that 
anything like “music” could happen.  We needed the shared directive of the written score and the 
instruction of the teacher to help us all combine our efforts into fulfilling our purpose of being a band.  
 

This is the same kind of function a mission statement can play in the life of a church.  It helps get us 
all on the same page, so that we can take each of our different ministries, areas of influence and 
places of service and unite them toward a shared goal and purpose. 
 

During this season of life at Fredericksburg Presbyterian Church, we are becoming a 
community that cultivates faith and faithfulness to Christ.  Those may seem like just words; but 
they are more than that.  They are words that will help direct the path of our mission, ministry and 
mindset.  God is the band director, stepping to the center of the room and calling on us to make 
music together.  The sheet music we are playing from is the goal of growing together as we work to 
deepen faith and faithful living amongst ourselves and others. 
 

I believe at this church we have all kinds of Jesus-followers, whom God has equipped in all kinds of 
amazing ways.  We have lots of different instruments to play!  But I’m anxious to see what will happen 
when we all gather together around the shared mission of cultivating faith amongst ourselves and our 
community. 
 

Would you do me a favor this week? Would you spend some time praying that God would work in our 
church to accomplish this mission and vision?  Would you join with me and our elders as we pray 
diligently that FPC would continue to become a community that is growing in faith and obedience?  
We know that what we most want to see happen in our church is work that only God can do; that’s 
why I am asking Him to come and move amongst us as we seek to follow Him into a new season for 
our church.  I am excited to see how God will answer these prayers and how we will cultivate faith 
and faithfulness to Him! 

September 17, 2025 



   Happy Birthday   
September 22    Bill Nichols 
 

DON’T FORGET!  

CARRY-IN DINNER 

That’s this Sunday, 
Sept. 21 following 
2nd Hour. Bring a 

dish to share and we’ll enjoy fellowship and 
talk about church ministries and leadership 
for the ministry year.  

   Happy Anniversary 
Sept. 21   Sydnee & Gunnar Stidham 
 

Please keep these people/situations in your prayers.  
The prayer needs listed in BOLD are new to the list.    

  
 

  Military Service: We have 7 young men & women 
 serving in the Armed Forces. Please keep 
 Abraham, Isaiah, Shannah, Christa, Steven, 
 Ryan and Gaven in your prayers.     

Prayer Needs 

•  Prayers for our country 

•  Prayers for victims of recent violence 

•  Jeff Styer - traveling safety 

•  Steven King - Mission Trip 

•  Pastor Albert   

•  Unspoken 

 

     Health Concerns  

•  Ken Manning - recovering from blood clot 

•  Al Amstutz -  Health concerns 

•  Jessica - 1st trimester high risk pregnancy 

•  Mayson White - injured HS football player 

•  Shelly Crosby - health concerns 

•  Bridget Rhamy’s father - heart concerns 

•  Susan (James) Halliday 

•  Janine’s Uncle Jim - on Hospice 

•  Ralph Camatcho 

•  Bruce Trusdle - health concerns  

•  Tiana Smith - nerve pain  

•  Mark Lemon - cont’d prayers for progress 

•  Those needing/seeking mental health help 

•  Pat Thomson   

•  Jane Heilman 
 

Battling Cancer  

•  Mariann Stutzman - pancreatic cancer 

•  Logan - 13 yr. old  with brain tumor 

•  Nicki 

•  Janet Lee  

•  Diane Scott 

•  Waldo - cont’d prayers for remainder of chemo 

•  Landon Sommers - Hodgkin’s Lymphoma          

 

Condolences 

•  The family of Jenny Miller’s son-in-law’s   
    grandmother 

•  The family of Russ Brinkerhoff 
 

The Deacons encourage you to send cards or notes of encour-

agement to those in the church family experiencing prayer 

needs.  

Please mark your calen-

dars for November 9,  

from 5-8 p.m. For some 

fun and fellowship. We 

are planning a 

“Progressive Dinner.” 

There will be 3 courses - salad, entrée, and 

dessert. You will be eating salad with different 

people than you eat with for the main entrée 

or dessert. The evening will be filled with fun, 

great conversation and there’s no doubt you’ll 

get to know some of our church family mem-

bers with whom you have not had time to          

interact. It’s guaranteed to be an evening of 

fun and fabulous food. A sign-up sheet is on 

the table in the entry. You must sign up to  

participate in the event. If you would like to 

host one of the meal courses there are        

instructions on the sign up sheet to do so. 

See you there!  



The Children’s Ministry Team has a special request for our 
church family.  We are asking you to join with us in praying for the kids of the 
church and for growth and blessing in kids ministry.  We are eager to see more chil-
dren and families connect with our programming for kids; but as we work toward 
that goal, we are asking all of you to join us in prayer.  We know that God is the one 
who can help us reach more children and so we want to be asking Him to be at 
work in these things.   Each week in the weekly update we will be sharing a simple 
prayer prompt for each day of the month and it will be connected with a Bible refer-
ence that the prayer is based on.  We encourage you to pray with us but lifting up 
the children in your life, or by praying a general blessing on the children of our com-
munity.  Your commitment to join us in praying for these things is a blessing to us 
and makes a difference! Thank you! 

Praying for Kids – September 17 - September 23 
September 17 -  Philippians 1 :11 
May these children always be filled with the fruit of salvation—the righteous character produ-
ced in their lives by Jesus Christ—for this will bring much glory and praise to you, oh God. 
 

September 18 – Colossians 1:3-5 
I always pray for these children, and give thanks to you, God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. For they have shown me their faith in Christ Jesus and their love for all of God’s peo-
ple, which come from their confident hope of what you have reserved for them in heaven. 
 

September 19 - Colossians 1:6 
This same Good News that we teach in children’s ministry is going out all over the world. I 
pray for those ministries, that they may bear fruit by changing lives, just as it changed my life 
from the day I first heard and understood the truth about God’s wonderful grace. 
 

September 20 – Colossians 1:7-8 
The children at our church are learning about the Good News from me and _____, my be-
loved co-workers. We are your faithful servants, and we have seen the love for others that the 
Holy Spirit has given my kids. 
 

September 21 – Colossians 1:9 
I will not stop praying for these children from the moment I meet them. I ask, God, that you 
give them a complete knowledge of your will and give them spiritual wisdom and understand-
ing. 
 

September 22 – Colossians 1:10 
May the way children live always honor and please you, Lord, and may their lives produce 
every kind of good fruit. All the while, may they grow as they learn to know you better and bet-
ter. 
 

September  23 – Colossians 1:11-12 
I pray that you will strengthen these children with all your glorious power so they will have all 
the endurance and patience they need. May they be filled with joy, always thanking you, Fa-
ther. You have enabled us to share in the inheritance that belongs to your people, who live in 
the light. 



 

 

Please share 
this                  

information 
with anyone 

you think 
might be     

interested in 
joining our 

 

FPC YOUTH 

SAVE the 
DATE 



                        Trail Mix will meet 
                        at  6 p.m. in the           
                        church parking lot 
         the remaining  
         Thursdays in               
          September.   

VOLUNTEERS FOR SEPT. 21 
Greeters Jay & Val Haver 
  Shirley Swinehart 
Ushers    Brent St. John 
  Jerry Herman 
Café           Connie Herman 
Nursery (Worship)   Melinda Moffitt 
Nursery (2nd Hour)  Jenny Miller 
Kidz Jam   Beth Miller 
Kids 2nd Hour  Beth Miller 
Elder Assist          Earl Rhamy 
Safety Team          Duane Wood 

SECOND HOUR IS BACK!  There are adult 

discussion groups in the classrooms on the 

left-hand side of the hallway, kids’ class-

rooms on the right-hand side of the hallway 

and Youth at the far end of the hall on the 

right. Another group gathers in the Gallery 

for fellowship and visiting with friends and 

neighbors.  We hope you will remain after 

the service and join one of the groups.  

               The Deacons are collecting   
       Kleenex and Clorox/Lysol    
       wipes for the elementary 
school. There will be a collection                
box in the Gallery to receive                           
donations through October 5.  

September/October Calendar 
 

Sept. 17 10:00 a.m.  G.L.O.W. 
Sept. 17 6:45 p.m. Music Team 
Sept. 18 6::00 p.m. Trail Mix 
Sept. 18 7:00 p.m. Intercessory Prayer 
Sept. 18 7:00 p.m. Outreach Team Meets 
Sept. 20 Fredericksburg Homecoming 
Sept. 21 Sunday morning worship 
Sept. 21 Carry-in lunch following 2nd Hour 
Sept. 23 6:00 p.m. Seasons Study Group 
Sept. 23 7:30 p.m. The Grind 
Sept. 24 10:00 a.m.  G.L.O.W. 
Sept. 24        6:45 p.m. Music Team 
Sept. 25 6:00 p.m. Trail Mix 
Sept. 28 Sunday morning worship  
Sept. 28 5-7 p.m. Youth Group (w/Tacos!) 
Sept. 30 6:00 p.m. Seasons Study Group    
October 1 10:00 a.m.  G.L.O.W. 
October 1      6:45 p.m. Music Team 
October 2  7:00 p.m. Intercessory Prayer 
October 5  Sunday morning worship  
October 5  World Communion Sunday 
October 7  6:00 p.m. Seasons Study Group 
October 8  10:00 a.m.  G.L.O.W. 
October 8   6:00 p.m. Trustees Meet 
October 8       6:45 p.m. Music Team 
October 9   7:00 p.m. Intercessory Prayer 
October 12   Sunday morning worship 
October 15      10:00 a.m. G.L.O.W. 
October 15      6:45 p.m. Music Team 

FROM THE FINANCE TEAM 

YTD Offering      $156,460.54 

YTD Budgeted Expenses     $151,786.01 

YTD Net Operating Income   $4,674.53 

YTD Net Other Income/Loss $23,941.78 

(Includes; Interest, rents, special donations, gain 
or loss on investments) 
 

YTD Net Income      $28,616.31 

(Operating income plus other income) 
 

Available Funds      $277,487.46 

(This represents any funds available to FPC 
which session has not set aside for a specific 
purpose) 

DID YOU KNOW?? 

The birthstone for September is the 
sapphire which is said to reduce         
inflammation, treat fever and act as a 
lucky charm for the person wearing it. 
It symbolizes intuition, 
clarity of thought, peace-
fulness, as well as           
loyalty and trust. 


