
In the 1960s, my father’s parents bought a vacation cottage in northern Michigan.  Since 
then, four generations of Smoliks have spent summers in the cottage on the lake.  One of 
the traditions of the cottage is found on the back of the pantry door; there you will find 
dozens and dozens of lines, names and dates written on the wood.  These lines trace the 
growth of the children who grew up visiting the cottage.  Each year we would stand with 
our back to the door, and a parent would mark how tall we had grown over the past 12 
months.  That door keeps a record of our progression, from small children to adults. It’s 

easy to see, right there on the wood, how a person is developing. 
 

This past Sunday we talked about the Biblical expectation of growth.  In our mission 
statement, we affirm that we are BECOMING who God wants us to be; we want to grow in 
the ways that God calls us to.  But, spiritual growth can be harder to see than physical 
growth. You can’t put a tick mark on the door and see that you are developing in your 
faith.  How can you tell that your trust is stronger? How can you tell that your faith is 
deepening? How can you tell that your knowledge is increasing? How can you tell your 

commitment is sturdier? 
 

Really, the only way you can evaluate these things is to do some self-reflection and ask yourself some questions about your 
growth.  There are a handful of questions I ask myself regularly to help me gauge how I am growing. Answering these 
questions isn’t easy, and it can take some time and quiet to really think about things – I even try to take the time and 

attention to write out the answers to these questions.  
 

If you want to try it, here are some questions you could ask yourself about your progress in BECOMING the disciple God 

has invited you to be. 
 

1. What is something I know about God/the Bible/faith that I didn’t know 6 months ago? 
 

2.   Am I satisfied with the commitment I have to prayer in my life? What are some things I have  prayed about that God 
has given an answer to? 

 

3. Are there things that I need to seek God’s forgiveness for? How has confession and repentance been present in my 
life over the past 6 months? 

 

4.   What is something challenging or difficult I have experienced in the past 6 months that I relied on God’s presence 
and comfort to get me through? 

 

5. Within the past 6 months, how have I been encouraged – and how have I encouraged another - to trust Jesus 
more? 

 

6.   Where have I recognized God’s leading or challenge in my life through Scripture in the past 6 months? Have I been 
obedient and followed His lead? 

 

7.   Am I growing in my desire to obey and please God? Do I obey out of gratitude for God’s love? Or from guilt or fear? 
 

8. Are there areas I am holding back from God? Which ones? Why? 
 

9.   Am I able to quiet my heart and mind enough to turn my attention to Jesus when I need to?  What has me stirred up 
that I might need to think through? 

 

10. Is there something I could change about my life over the coming months that might help me  
       draw closer to God? 

September 24, 2025 



                   Trail Mix will meet 
                     at  6 p.m. in the           
            church parking lot 
    Thursday, Sept.  25. 

Please keep these people/situations in your prayers.  
The prayer needs listed in BOLD are new to the list.    

  
 

Praises 

•  Rain 
  Military Service: We have 7 young men & women 

 serving in the Armed Forces. Please keep 
 Abraham, Isaiah, Shannah, Christa, Steven, 
 Ryan and Gaven in your prayers.     

Prayer Needs 

•  Prayers for our country 

•  Prayers for victims of recent violence 

•  Jeff Styer - traveling safety 

•  Steven King - Mission Trip 

•  Pastor Albert   

•  Unspoken 

 

     Health Concerns  

•  Ken Manning - recovering from blood clot 

•  Al Amstutz -  Health concerns 

•  Jessica - 1st trimester high risk pregnancy 

•  Mayson White - injured HS football player 

•  Shelly Crosby - health concerns 

•  Susan (James) Halliday 

•  Ralph Camatcho 

•  Mark Lemon - cont’d prayers for progress 

•  Those needing/seeking mental health help 

•  Pat Thomson   

•  Jane Heilman 
 

Battling Cancer  

•  Mariann Stutzman - pancreatic cancer 

•  Logan - 13 yr. old  with brain tumor 

•  Nicki 

•  Janet Lee  

•  Diane Scott 

•  Waldo - cont’d prayers for remainder of chemo 

•  Landon Sommers - Hodgkin’s Lymphoma          

 

The Deacons encourage you to send cards or notes of encour-

agement to those in the church family experiencing prayer 

needs.  

Please mark your calendars 

for November 9,  from 5-8 p.m. 

For some fun and fellowship. 

We are planning a 

“Progressive Dinner.” There 

will be 3 courses - salad,     

entrée, and dessert. You will 

be eating salad with different people than you eat with 

for the main entrée or dessert. The evening will be 

filled with fun, great conversation and there’s no 

doubt you’ll get to know some of our church family 

members with whom you have not had time to          

interact. It’s guaranteed to be an evening of fun and 

fabulous food. A sign-up sheet is on the table in the 

entry. You must sign up to  participate in the event. If 

you would like to host one of the meal courses there 

are instructions on the sign up sheet to do so. See 

you there!  



The Children’s Ministry Team has a special request for our 
church family.  We are asking you to join with us in praying for the kids of the 
church and for growth and blessing in kids ministry.  We are eager to see more chil-
dren and families connect with our programming for kids; but as we work toward 
that goal, we are asking all of you to join us in prayer.  We know that God is the one 
who can help us reach more children and so we want to be asking Him to be at 
work in these things.   Each week in the weekly update we will be sharing a simple 
prayer prompt for each day of the month and it will be connected with a Bible refer-
ence that the prayer is based on.  We encourage you to pray with us but lifting up 
the children in your life, or by praying a general blessing on the children of our com-
munity.  Your commitment to join us in praying for these things is a blessing to us 
and makes a difference! Thank you! 

Praying for Kids – September 24 - September 30 
September  24 -  Romans 16:25-27 
Now all glory to you, God, who are able to make kids strong, just as the Good News says. This 
message about Jesus Christ has revealed his plan for all these children, a plan you’ve held from 
the beginning of time. But now make this message known to children everywhere, so that they too 
might believe and obey you. All glory to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, forever. Amen. 
 
September 25 – 1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 
I thank you, God, for our children’s ministry team, and pray for them constantly. As I pray to you 
about them, I think of their faithful work, their loving deeds, and the enduring hope they have been 
because of you, Jesus. 
 
September 26 - 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 
Now, God of peace, make children holy in every way. May their whole spirit and soul and body be 
kept blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ comes again. God, make this happen, for you have 
called me to reach children, and you are faithful.” 
 
September  27 – 2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 
So I keep on praying for these children, asking you to enable them to live a life worthy of your call. 
Give them the power to accomplish all the good things their faith prompts them to do. Then the 
name of our Lord Jesus will be honored because of the way they live, and they will be honored 
along with you. This is all made possible because of your grace, and because of Jesus Christ. 
 
September 28 – Philemon 1:4-5 
I always thank God when I pray for ______, because I keep hearing about his/her faith in the Lord 
Jesus and his/her love for all of God’s people. 
 
September  29 - Philemon 1:6 
And I am praying that children will put into action the generosity that comes from faith as they 
understand and experience all the good things we have in you, Jesus. 
 
September 30 - Jude 1:24-25 
Now all glory to you, God, who can keep each child from falling away and will bring them with 
great joy into your glorious presence without a single fault. All glory to you who alone are God, our 
Savior through Jesus Christ our Lord. All glory, majesty, power, and authority are yours before all 
time, and in the present, and beyond all time! Amen. 



 

 

Please share 
this                  

information 
with anyone 

you think 
might be     

interested in 
joining our 

VOLUNTEERS FOR SEPT. 28 
Greeters Genevieve & Beth Miller  
  Michelle Wood 
Ushers    Reed McKelvey 
  Shawn McKelvey 
Café           Wendy McKelvey 
Nursery (Worship)   Kim Morrow 
Nursery (2nd Hour)  Vickie Rhamy 
Kidz Jam   Sherri Machamer 
Kids 2nd Hour  Sherri Machamer 
Elder Assist          John Scott 
Safety Team         Shirley Swinehart 

SECOND HOUR There are adult discussion 

groups in the classrooms on the left-hand side 

of the hallway, kids’ classrooms on the right-

hand side of the hallway and Youth at the far 

end of the hall on the right. Another group 

gathers in the Gallery for fellowship and visiting 

with friends and neighbors.   

   Happy Birthday   
September 25   Candy Weaver 
September 26   Val Haver 
September 26   Butch Speelman 

September 28   Georgie Miller 
September 30   Chad Badger 

               The Deacons are collecting Kleenex 
        and Clorox/Lysol wipes for the            
  elementary school. There will be a 
collection box in the Gallery to receive                           
donations through October 5.  

   Happy Anniversary 
Sept. 25   Connie & Jerry Herman 
Sept. 30    Delores & Steve Schlegel  


